An overview of vascular access devices inserted via the antecubital area.
For the past few years, antecubital vascular access devices have gained much acceptance. Many patients have experienced the advantages of having one catheter placed for receiving several weeks of intravenous therapy. Nurses have accepted the responsibility for administering and monitoring these devices. This expanded role, however, requires increased knowledge of anatomy and physiology, sterile insertion techniques, required nursing care, and recognition and treatment of complications.